
Much like an automobile miles-per-gallon sticker or an appliance energy guide, the Florida Building 
Energy Rating Guide is a marketplace yardstick that estimates the building’s energy use and the bene�ts 
of energy-e�ciency improvements. The rating guide provides a fair, balanced way to compare energy 
e�ciency among various commercial buildings of the same size, occupancy and 
space use classi�cation. Used for both new and existing     
commercial buildings, a prospective purchaser can 
purchase a rating guide from a certi�ed   
energy rater. 

Not only does the rating provide an estimate 
of the building’s annual energy usage in 
dollars (for electricity, natural gas, 
and other purchased fuel) and in 
millions of British thermal units 
(Mbtu) utility units, it also 
provides an overall energy 
e�ciency rating and a break-
down of the separate energy 
end-users—cooling, heating, 
ventilation, lighting, and 
equipment. The rating 
guide compares the rated 
building to a baseline 
building with similar   
characteristics, and it shows 
how the costs are distributed, 
which is helpful in choosing 
which energy-e�ciency  
improvements to invest in. 

If you’re interested in seeing how your commercial building measures up, and what you can do to make it 
more energy e�cient, hire a certi�ed building energy rater to obtain a rating. Find an energy rater near 
you at: http://fsec.ucf.edu/go/energyrater
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